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debt because we spend too much. That
is common sense. That is the type of
logic I hear when I g0 home to east
Tennessee every weekend.

I think we as Members of Congress
need to be more concerned about the
budgets of mothers and fathers that
they have to put together sitting
around Kkitchen tables every month
rather than growing the Federal budg-
et and taking money from those very
mothers and fathers that have to sit
around the kitchen table every month.

Mr. WALBERG. That is common
sense, I would submit to my good
friend, isn’t it?

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
That is the common sense that the
American people are looking for.

Mr. WALBERG. And not status quo
government.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. I
hear a lot about hope and change. Real-
ly, the hope that people are looking for
is just the hope that they can fill up
their gas tank, the hope they can buy
a gallon of milk, the hope they can buy
a loaf of bread, the hope they don’t
have to spend all their money to take
care of government, the hope that the
government will let them go out and
have that life, liberty, and pursuit of
happiness that you were talking about
earlier with our good friend, Mr. SALI
from Idaho. That is the hope that the
Americans are looking for, and the
change they are looking for is just to
get back to some common sense prin-
ciples that worked over 200 years very
well.

The Founding Fathers knew exactly
what America needs. I look around this
beautiful room and I look behind you
and it actually says: In God We Trust.
That is the type of change we need in
America. We need to get back to some
of those bedrock principles where we
allow people to go out and pursue hap-
piness.

You know, one of my favorite quotes
is from Henry Ford. Henry Ford once
said: If you think you can or you think
you can’t, you’re right. The American
people think they can. But they think
they can’t if they see government con-
tinue to get bigger and go bigger and
bigger. We talk about taxing and
spending. The reality is you spend,
then you tax. So it should really say
spending and taxing.

So we have got to keep the spending
low, regulations low, taxes low, and the
American people will go out and suc-
ceed. There’s no better people any-
where in the world than right here in
America. We have a great work ethic,
we have great values, we have great
morals, and we can take care of our
families if we will just allow families
to take care of families.

I would like to see if you have any
comments.

Mr. WALBERG. Well, T have a lot of
comments on that, but you said it so
well. T appreciate the commonsense ap-
proach from a place where Davy Crock-
ett roamed. I know that for a fact.

Again, we are talking about, Con-
gressman DAVIS, we are talking lib-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

erty. We are talking about people who
say I am not asking for anything ex-
cept the opportunities. I am willing to
be responsible. Generally speaking, I
am willing to be held accountable. If I
have the resources to use, the re-
sources to spend, if I have the re-
sources to save, to invest, and take the
risks as necessary, if I have a job that
I can produce those resources and move
further, all it says is that I get more
liberty and I get full use of it. If I am
tied to April 23 as my time when I can
say 1 finished paying taxes for this
year to the Federal Government, now I
can buy for myself, but I have got to
start thinking about paying taxes next
year April 15 as well, it ties me back.

None of us here on the floor aren’t
saying there is some tax base that is
necessary. But what we are saying is
we have gone way overboard. When you
pointed out that if the majority pro-
posal Democrat budget goes through
and it’s paid for as they intend with a
$683 billion tax increase, which was
passed, which does away with all of
those tax relief issues that we had in
2001 and 2003, and have benefited this
great country since that time, and
then it adds other things to it like the
marriage penalty back into it, does
away with the ending of the AMT, al-
ternative minimum tax, an onerous re-
gressive tax that’s strapping down
more of our taxpayers than ever were
assumed to be in it. If we put all that
in place, we see less liberty, less free-
dom, more opportunity for abuse by
government that doesn’t know how to
say no.
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We end up frustrating ourselves
again, don’t we.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. I
wanted to thank you for your leader-
ship in introducing the Tax Increase
Prevention Act. That is exactly the
type of leadership we need. You are a
great leader in your State. You are a
great leader here on the floor of Con-
gress and in America. Thank you for
the opportunity to be a sponsor of this
legislation. Together we will make
some changes. God bless you.

Mr. WALBERG. I thank my friend. I
only have to think about the fact that
to the taxpayer in my State, that if
this $680 billion tax increase goes
through to pay for additional spending,
deficit spending, in a budget that goes
way beyond what is necessary, it
means that on top of the burden that
my State government has given to the
hard-working taxpayers of Michigan, it
gives a $3,000 per taxpayer increase on
January 1, 2011, automatically. And,
like you, my taxpayers that I meet
with each weekend back in the district
and in the 140 town hall type meetings
I have held since January 4th, they are
not saying, Mr. Congressman, please
give us more taxes. Please give us more
gas tax. Please raise the cost of our
fuels. They are not saying that at all.
They are saying, give us some freedom.
Give us some liberty. Give us some re-
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lief. Let us do for ourselves what we
can and should do, if we have the re-
sources to do it. So you hit it right on
the head.

I am privileged tonight as well to
have another good friend and col-
league, a member of our freshman
class, an outstanding spokesperson for
the taxpayer, for all things that people
like John Adams and Jefferson and
Washington and others spoke for when
they framed all that we are pleased
with in the United States, the Con-
gresswoman from Minnesota, Michele
Bachmann.

I am sure you have significant things
to say about this great event we have
tomorrow, Tax Freedom Day. But look-
ing on the other side of the picture,
why in the world we have to have that
type of a day so late in the year?

I yield to the Congresswoman from
Minnesota.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Congressman
WALBERG, I want to thank you for your
leadership during this special hour that
we are enjoying this evening, talking
to the American people about Tax
Freedom Day. For a lot of people, they
just can’t believe it when they find out
what the definition is.

I can’t thank you enough for your
leadership, not only for this special
hour to talk about this very special
day that is coming tomorrow with Tax
Freedom Day eve, you might say this
evening, but also with your leadership
on the Tax Increase Prevention Act. I
can’t thank you enough for the work
that you are doing, not just on behalf
of the great constituents that you have
in Michigan, but on behalf of all Amer-
icans, because the last thing Ameri-
cans need right now is a tax increase.
So we all thank you, and I thank you
that I have had the opportunity to sign
onto your legislation as well.

I couldn’t help but think when Con-
gressman SALI, our fellow freshman,
was standing here earlier, he is a gen-
tleman who fought for years in his own
State assembly in Idaho for tax cuts
and for fiscal sanity in Idaho. I think
that is why the people in Idaho sent
him here, because they Kknew they
could trust BILL SALI. They could trust
him to come to the floor and make the
case for fiscal sanity in our country.

When we see tax increases around
every corner, what was it, maybe 6
weeks ago we saw that the majority
passed I believe it was a $683 billion tax
increase for the budget, the largest tax
increase in American history. I know 1
was flabbergasted when I saw that.
Could it be possible that the Congress,
in a time of a weakened economy,
would come here to this Chamber, to
this floor, and make a decision like
that, that they would heap burden
upon burden upon burden upon our con-
stituents? I didn’t think it would be
possible.

Then when I listened to our fellow
colleague, Congressman DAVID DAVIS
from the State of Tennessee, who has
said so well so many times about the
average American family, who sits



